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Sight Words 'I' and 'Can'
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Parents play a pivotal role in the early literacy development of their children. Read aloud

to your children routinely to foster a love of reading. Create a print rich environment by

labeling toys and pointing out community signs. As your preschooler develops print

awareness, point out sight words.

The goal is for your child to recognize sight words automatically when reading a 

developmentally appropriate text. Some sight words do not follow common spelling

patterns, so memorization is required. Sight word recognition activities are helpful for 

developing their reading skills. We at Kids Academy believe that sight word practice can

be fun. Our worksheets provide research-based learning opportunities to practice these

words.
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The Sight Word I

The subject pronoun I is one of the earliest sight words for your child to learn. I is one of

two words in the English language with only one letter. I is also unique because it is

always capitalized, no matter where it falls in a sentence.

Repetition is a good approach to teaching sight words. To keep it engaging, have your

child read, trace, write, and make the word. Pictured below is an example of an activity

you could use to practice sight words in multiple ways.



The Sight Word Can

Can is a sight word that follows the consonant-vowel-consonant spelling pattern. This

high-frequency word is commonly used in texts for young readers.



You can use phonemic awareness activities with the word can. One helpful strategy is to

introduce Elkonin boxes, also known as sound boxes. Elkonin boxes allow your child to

separate words into individual sounds. Introduce and practice reading the three

individual sounds in the word can. Then, focus on memorization.

Connect to Text

Whenever possible, try to connect sight word practice to a real text. Poems and

repetitive texts are short and perfect for sight word practice. These books feature the

same words on each page, with only one or two differences. Here is an example.

I can eat.

I can run. 

I can jump.

I can dance. 

Take your child on a ride on the reading rainbow by introducing the simplest ingredient to

text. Sight word instruction can start as soon as your child begins talking and

recognizing environmental print.
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