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Sorting Shapes in Preschool
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Sorting skills are some of the most foundational skills that preschoolers work to

develop. As adults, we don’t realize how often we use these skills in our daily life. Sorting

dishes, laundry, mail, papers from our children’s backpacks are all things that we do on

autopilot. But young learners need to develop these skills through a variety of exposures

and activities. Sorting is like an essential building block for many other skills such as:

Recognizing that objects have attributes that make them different from one another

Working memory—being able to hold on to an idea and build upon it

Executive functioning skills—the ability to manage a task from start to finish

Before children know the names for objects and shapes, they are able to recognize the

similarities and differences among them. Giving your child lots of practice exploring and

then identifying shapes will help to foster their curiosity as well as develop their ability to

compare things.

Modeling is always a great way to introduce and reinforce skills—think out loud as you

look at items and describe how many sides they have as well as their shape. Modeling

the fact that shape refers to certain characteristics and that color or position does not

change the shape is something that can be confusing for kids, so make a point to

choose objects with various colors.

This worksheet is a colorful way to develop your child’s ability to identify shapes and

match them based on attributes. As your child works, encourage them to count the

number of sides and corners that each shape has. Develop even more counting skills by

counting all of the buttons together. Discuss the colors and the fact that a triangle is still

a triangle even if it is a different color. 
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Shape Hunt: A fun way to practice these skills is to go on a shape hunt around the

house. Show your child a shape and then see how many other objects they can find that

are the same shape. Show them objects that don’t match, and ask them why they do not

have the same shape. After you have gathered up many objects, mix them all together

and sort them! Remember that mistakes are learning opportunities, so even if some

items are sorted incorrectly, talk about it and revise the sorting as a team. 

This activity asks your child to choose the correct shape in order to match it to the first

shape. This is building their visual discrimination skills which are not only crucial to

math, but also to literacy development as they begin to discriminate between letters and

numbers. Encourage your child to explain why each shape does or does not match with

the first shape. This will help to build their communication skills and mathematical

vocabulary.
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Sorting shapes is a fun and interactive activity for preschoolers and older children alike.

It develops a wide range of thinking skills and it is a lot of fun. This foundational skill will

keep both you and your child busy!

Check out the wide range of topics and activities that are available in our learning

catalogue. 
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