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If you’ve ever read a social media post in which a user leaves out punctuation, then you
know exactly how frustrating it is to make sense out of the words on the screen. That’s
because punctuation is at the very core of effective written communication. Without it,
readers often struggle to make sense of the writer’s words and intentions. Punctuation
allows sentences to form complete thoughts and signal whether the writer is making a
statement, asking a question, or conveying emotion.

Because it’s so vital to clear communication, children begin learning about the simplest
forms of punctuation as they learn to write sentences and questions. In general, first
graders typically begin by learning how to use end punctuation.

Teaching End Punctuation for First Graders
End punctuation includes any punctuation mark that finishes a sentence to form a
complete thought or question. While there are many different punctuation marks to
learn, beginning writers should begin with end punctuation as they learn to form
complete sentences.

In first grade, students should start with the basics, which includes:

Periods- this punctuation mark signals the end of a complete statement and lets
readers know where one sentence ends and another begins. E.g. “Plants need water to
survive.” “I had a sandwich for breakfast.”

Question marks- these indicate that the writer is asking a question and helps
distinguish between a statement and a query. E.g. “What time is dinner?” “Can you
help me?”

Exclamation marks- these are used to convey strong emotions, such as surprise, joy,
excitement, or alarm. They should be used sparingly to avoid overusing them. E.g.
“Let’s play!” “Merry Christmas!”
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End Punctuation Learning Activities
If you’re looking for resources to help your little learner master using end punctuation,
Kids Academy has lessons, worksheets, and quizzes to help foster this fundamental
skill. To begin, it may be easiest to read your child a few sentences, such as the ones on
this Basic Punctuation, Statement or Fact worksheet:
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Read each sentence to your child. The tone of your voice when reading a question differs
from statements, so students will quickly learn to differentiate questions from
statements. This worksheet helps students to recognize the two types of sentences so
they can move on to identifying the correct punctuation mark each would require.

When ready, have kids complete the entire lesson, which offers practice with identifying
end punctuation.

The quiz at the end of this three-part lesson assesses student understanding and offer
feedback to reinforce learning.

When ready to move on, try this lesson, which begins with a fun video that reviews
different types of sentences and explains which end punctuation mark to use for each.
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This lesson allows children to practice reading sentences and choose the correct
punctuation mark. While one of the worksheets is the same in this lesson as in the
previous one, it allows for helpful repetition that is key to mastering the skill.

All considered, end punctuation is a simple, but critical skill for kids to master as it
serves as a foundational starting place for their written communication. Without it, they
are unable to convey complete statements, questions, or emotion in their writing.
Moreover, they must understand end punctuation before they can begin learning
different types of punctuation marks, such as commas or apostrophes.

End punctuation is only the beginning of your child’s learning journey when it comes to
effective written communication. For more resources to improve your learner’s writing,
sentence structure, punctuation, and grammar, check out our entire library at 
www.kidsacademy.mobi or use the web-based Kids Academy Classroom to create
curated classes on different topics and share them with your students!
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